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CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.08 pm]: Western Australia’s handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic is something that we can all be proud of. No matter which way we look at it, our response here in WA has 
been remarkable. The fact that the number of new cases of COVID-19 in Western Australia is very low is thanks 
to every single Western Australian who has been doing the right thing. We are seeing a clear and consistent decline 
in the number of active cases. These kinds of numbers are a demonstration of the positive response this state has 
had to minimising the spread of coronavirus. 

It has been difficult. We have had to impose significant restrictions across our community. For many 
Western Australians, the last month has been hard to endure. It has been heartbreaking to see many businesses close 
and many jobs lost. I thank everyone for their patience and cooperation. It is because of each Western Australian 
that we are now experiencing encouraging results. However, while the state is still dealing with the response to 
COVID-19, arrangements to support our recovery have already been established, in anticipation of a prolonged 
effort. These efforts include a multiagency state recovery coordination group, as well as the delivery of a range of 
separate initiatives in support of business and community sectors. I can today inform the house of the appointment 
of the Public Sector Commissioner, Ms Sharyn O’Neill, as the state recovery controller for the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The state recovery controller will report directly to the Minister for Emergency Services and I. This is the first 
time in the state’s history that a state recovery controller has been appointed. Ms O’Neill is well positioned to take 
on the critical role of state recovery controller and to lead the state through the challenges ahead of us. Ms O’Neill 
has significant experience in leading large-scale reform, and has played an integral role at the national cabinet. It 
is extremely important that recovery efforts are established as early as possible. Given the magnitude of this event, 
the early appointment of a state recovery controller will be critical to our recovery. 

When this all started, I said that the battle against COVID-19 would be like a war with a completely different look 
and feel. Western Australia has risen to the challenge, but we still have a long way to go. We need everyone to stay 
the course. We cannot let our guard down, but I will say this: if we get to a suitable point, based on the best health 
advice, we will move to ease or tweak some restrictions in a methodical and measured manner. As Premier, I have 
a responsibility to always act in the public interest. Any change to restrictions will be based on health advice. I do not 
want to take unnecessary chances. Protecting the health of all Western Australians is paramount. That is why our 
borders will remain shut for a long period. That will give us the best chance of protecting every Western Australian 
and defeating this virus. 
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